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SOMENOS 11 11

QUAMICHAN 7 8
The Clean Water Action Project was 
launched in response to the increasing 
ecological stresses experienced in the 
S’amunu | Somenos watershed and 
Kw’amutsun | Quamichan watershed 
and subsequent threats impacting 
the cultural heritage, water quality, 
and biodiversity of these places.

Clean Water 
Action Project

Since it was launched in 2018, the Clean Water 
Action project has been supporting the health 
and resilience of riparian areas around Somenos 
and Quamichan lakes and tributaries by improving 
salmon habitat, educating about the ecological, 
aesthetic, and cultural significance of the riparian 
area, and controlling the spread of invasive species 
along the lakes shore and surrounding creeks.

Thank you  |  Huy tseep q’u
Thank you | Huy tseep q’u to all the volunteer 
participants who contributed to this project! 
Your stewardship and care for the Somenos 

and Quamichan watersheds are catalyst to the 
protection and restoration of our waterways.

“There is so much value in this work and I hope 
that it will continue and expand in its scope. Our 

community is fortunate to have the SMWS’s 
forward thinking into the future of this area.” 

~ Stacey McDonald, 2020

Resilience matters  
In the original project proposal, planting native 
riparian vegetation was anticipated as the primary 
restoration activity. However, preliminary field 
assessments indicated that controlling invasive 
species took precedence over the reintroduction of 
riparian native species. For most properties, “Step 
One” of this restoration program started with the 
control of Yellow Flag Iris, Himalayan Blackberry, 
Daphne, and Reed Canary Grass followed by the 
planting of native shading trees and bushes. P R O J E C T  S U M M A R Y

Accomplishments

RACK CARDS 
DISTRIBUTED1000

AREA OF INVASIVE PLANT REMOVAL

4979.8 m2

3351 m2

Somenos

Quamichan

AREA OF NATIVE PLANTINGS BY END OF PROJECT

17482 m2

3508 m2

Somenos

Quamichan

Yellow Flag Iris 
Reed Canary Grass

Himalayan Black Berry
Daphne

INVASIVE SPECIES IN FOCUS

www.somenosmarsh.com www.cowichanlandtrust.ca

SPONSORS

Here are some actions you can take to 
improve water quality in nearby ecosystems:
• Protect or plant native riparian 

buffer zones near water
• If wetlands exist on your property, protect them
• Use biodegradable and phosphate-

free soaps and cleaners
• Maintain septic systems and replace if leaks occur
• Maximize porous surfaces that rainwater 

can filter into which will reduce run-off
• Properly dispose of yard waste at a 

recycling facility or by composting

Working Together Towards 
Healthy Watersheds

Things to avoid: 
• Leaving manure or compost piles uncovered
• Excessive use of fertilizers and pesticides
• Excessive use of road salt, one small 

handful/1m2 is adequate
• Dumping chemicals or washing 

your car near a street drain
• Allowing pets or livestock near stream sides
• Cutting and removal of native plants or 

natural debris as they provide ecosystem 
services and create habitat for wildlife

• Harbouring or spreading invasive species
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Are you lucky enough to live 

near a local water body?

Quamichan and Somenos Lakes have long 

been important areas for the people of the 

Cowichan Valley for resources and recreation.

They are important habitat for Coho 

and Chum Salmon as well as 

Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout, 

birds, insects, and many 

other native species.

Clean Water Action

Kw’amutsun and S-amuna’

Quamichan and Somenos Lakes

Over the past century, pollution and habitat 

conversion have led to ecosystem degradation 

and problems with water quality in these lakes. 

Unintended consequences of past and present 

industrial, agricultural, urban, and residential 

land use practices contribute to the problem. 

Together we can work towards a solution.

www.somenosmarsh.com
www.cowichanlandtrust.ca

Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout, 

birds, insects, and many 

other native species.
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Community education through rack cards,  
event attendance, and canvassing neighborhoods
Lakekeepers workshop with the BC 
Lake Stewardship Association
Preliminary site visit and riparian area 
assessments for voluntary participant properties
Recommendation reports outlining our 
riparian area restoration suggestions
The restoration work with in-kind contribution 
from the Clean Water Action Project
On-going monitoring by our team for 
the following 1 to 2 years following 
the start of this project
On-going support via phone calls, 
emails, and site visits 

C W A P  A C T I V I T I E S  H A V E  I N C L U D E D



C L E A N  W A T E R  A C T I O N  P R O J E C T  2 0 1 8  -  2 0 2 1

Somenos and Quamichan Watersheds Assessment and Restoration

Assessed and Restoration Planned

Assessed and Restoration Underway

Stream

Lake

What’s next?
We will continue to build our relationships with 
residents and landowners as we work to monitor 
and restore riparian habitat around Somenos and 
Quamichan Lakes. We have taken the lessons 
learned from the CWAP and are extending our 
restoration efforts to Bings and Menzies Creeks, 
through a new project called the GreenStreams 
Strategy. This project seeks to assess and restore 
the riparian area and creek channel to enhance 
salmon habitat and improve water quality.

S O C I A L  S U R V E Y

The water quality program gathers volunteer 
citizen-scientists and stewards from around 

our lakes to monitor and assess water 
levels and quality on an on-going basis 

through photo-documenting, knowledge 
sharing, and weekly data surveys.  

SALMON 
POPULATION 

HEALTH

21%

31%21%

17%

7% 3%
NO COMMENTS 

INVASIVE 
SPECIES

WATER
QUALITY

RIPARIAN 
AREA 

DEGRADATION

WATER LEVEL

RECEIVE GUIDANCE ON:

Riparian Restoration

Water Conservation

Invasive Species

Blue Birds Conservation

Plant ID
SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON:

Source of Native Plants

Conflict Resolution Support 
Towards Natural Resources

Updates on Restoration Efforts

NATURE OF THE CONCERNS 

WHAT PEOPLE HOPED FROM THIS PROJECT AND VISIT

WHAT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST THE LIMITING 
FACTORS TO SUPPORT THE ECOLOGICAL 
HEALTH OF THIS RIPARIAN AREA?

TIME CONSTRAINTS 

LACK OF INTEREST

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE

LACK OF EXPERIENCE

Volunteer with our organizations on other 
restoration sites and learn from it
Join other local stewardship groups such as 
Quamichan Stewards
Become a citizen-scientist with SMWS
Send us a testimonial, our funders like to hear from you

O T H E R  W A Y S  Y O U  C A N  L E A R N 
A N D  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H I S  P R O J E C T

How to continue the work
It’s not over yet! Riparian areas 
need our care and we encourage 
you to continue restoring it. 
Stay in touch and we will gladly 
help as much as we are able.


